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The invasion of America. A fact story based on the inexorable mathe- 
matics of war. By Julius W. Muller. (New York: E. P. Dutton 
and company, 1916. 352 p. $1.25 net) 

The method of argument by prophesy is one of the oldest forms of the 
persuasive art. The reviewer remembers when wandering about the li- 
brary stacks to have come across an unfamiliar "History of our great 
civil war," with the copyright date 1860. It was no misprint, but cor- 
rectly dated a detailed and dull account of United States history through 
the administration of Lincoln, the election of Seward, and the conse- 
quent outbreak and conclusion of a war of decidedly modest proportions. 
Mr. Muller 's book belongs to this class. 

Mr. Muller has made a careful study of the organized military re- 
sources of the United States and other countries, and has written an 
account of what he believes could happen, and in his opinion would hap- 
pen, if we were suddenly, apparently with a month's warning, attacked 
by the four most powerful naval powers in the world. His knowledge 
of existing military and naval conditions, coast defense, geography, and 
industrial strategy, seems sound. His knowledge of the American peo- 
ple, their characteristics, and their history is practically non-existent. 

Carl Russell Pish 

America and her problems. By Paul H. B. d 'Estournelles de Constant, 
member of the senate of France and delegate to the peace con- 
ferences at The Hague, 1899 and 1907. (New York: Macmillan 
company, 1915. 545 p. $2.00) 
We have here one of that endless number of books of travel, comment 
and description, which purport to do something or other ; 'tis not quite 
clear what. Perhaps we may justly say that they purport to study 
American institutions and character, on the theory that America, in 
and of itself, stands for something or is developing into something which 
is of interest and value to mankind. They began to issue from the press 
some scores, yes hundreds, of years ago; and, as every investigator knows, 
many of them became of real value and interest some decades after they 
were published. So it may be with this volume; it may prove to be 
for the student in the year two thousand a valuable account of what a 
twentieth century Brissot de Warville or De Tocqueville thought he 
discovered in this big heaving democracy, which by the year 1915 had 
nearly abandoned its old callow sensitiveness about what anybody 
thought or wrote about it, and had grown, too, not only insensitive but 
heedless. 

Like other books from the pen of distinguished and high-minded 
Frenchmen, this volume presents the findings of a man who has a theory 



